i

Incroyable Benoit Soles ! La salle est debout
Incredible Benoit Soles! Standing ovations

Le Point

Une ovation quotidienne méritée
A truly deserved daily ovation

France Info

Un spectacle unique a ne manquer sous aucun prétexte
A unique show to be missed under no pretext

Scéneweb

Une histoire et une interprétation incroyablement
riches et d’une puissance absolue.
A rich and deep story remarkably well told
Artistik Rezo

Quelle pépite !
A true jewel!

La Provence
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LE FIGARO

La machine de Turing
L’un des grands succes d’Avignon off, I’été dernier, est repris Au Théatre Michel....

...Avec La Machine de Turing, Benoit Solés signe une piece remarquable, trés bien construite et touchante.....

Benoit Soles est cet homme bouleversant, ce savant tres intelligent, étre timide, mal a 1’aise avec les sentiments,
homosexuel en un temps ou la loi pouvait vous condamner.

Le comédien a été frappé par le destin tragique d’Alan Turing........... qui durant la seconde guerre mondiale,
réussit a décrypter le code des nazis «Enigma ». Les historiens estiment que sa découverte permit d’éviter des
centaines de milliers de morts et permit également que la guerre se termine en 1945.

D’autre part, et c’est a quoi se réfere le titre de la piece, il jeta les bases de I’informatique, mit en place les
premiers éléments intellectuels et techniques des ordinateurs. ........ Il nous fait sentir le désarroi d’un étre
d’une intelligence exceptionnelle, un homme courageux et digne, mais qui ne possédait pas les armes qu’il
aurait fallu face a une société hypocrite et cruelle.

One of this year’s highlights at the Avignon festival is being revived at the Thédtre Michel ....
Benoit Soles has written a remarkable play, beautifully constructed and immensely touching ...

Benoit Soles incarnates Alan Turing, whose tragic destiny stirred him to write the play.

A wise, super intelligent man, shy, ill at ease with his feelings, homosexual at a time when you could risk
imprisonment, Alan Turing contributed to decrypt the Nazi Enigma code. Historians estimate that his discovery
saved hundreds of thousands of deaths as well as the end of the war in 1945.

He can also be credited for being at the onset of computer technology and created the first elements of computers,
intellectually and technically...Benoit Solés throws himself into the role of this exceptionally intelligent,
courageous and dignified man who lacked the necessary tools to succeed in a society both hypocritical

and cruel.

........ Benoit Solés est prodigieux en Alan Turing, dont il retrace I’histoire hors

du commun dans ce spectacle passionnant, drole et sensible. Génie britannique
incompris....... Turing et ses découvertes ont changé le cours de I’histoire. Il brisa
les codes d’Enigma, machine de cryptage nazie, et ouvrit la voie a I’informatique.
Enfant timide et begue, humili¢ réfugié¢ dans les mathématiques, réveur et visionnaire,
Turing ne connaitra pas la gloire méritée. En cause, sa singularité et son amour des
garcons.

Benoit Soles is magnificent as Alan Turing whose extraordinary life he tells in
this touching, funny and sensitive play. A misunderstood British genius, Turing
and his discoveries contributed to change the course of history. He managed

to decrypt the Nazi Enigma codes and opened up the way for the future

of computers. A shy child with a stutter, suffering from humiliation he sought
shelter in mathematics, a dreamer and visionary, Turing never obtained the glory he deserved. Why? Because
he was different and homosexual.




e Nlonde

Chaque édition du Off a ses tubes, ses pieces qui, grace au bouche-a-oreille,

ne désemplissent pas. La machine de Turing, de et avec Benoit Solé¢s, en fait partie.
Sensible, haletant et judicieusement mis en scéne, ce spectacle sera repris a Paris

a la rentrée et il y a fort a parier que 1’histoire de ce génial mathématicien
britannique se retrouvera multinominé lors des prochains Moli¢res.

Every year in Avignon, there is a play which thanks to word of mouth becomes the hit
of the festival. Just so with La Machine De Turing written and starring Benoit Soles.
Sensitive, breathtaking and judiciously directed, the play is being revived in October
in Paris and there’s a good bet we’ll see it nominated at the next Moliére awards.

LE FIGARO:fr

SCOPE

Un destin raconté a la perfection

Benoit Soles est Alain Turing. Il est rigoureux, il ne cherche pas un exces
pathétique......... ...... Il incarne Turing et défend sa mémoire en méme
temps. Sans discours, mais avec la seule force miraculeuse du théatre.
On est bouleversé par la qualité du spectacle et la force déchirante

de ce qui nous est révéle.

A destiny perfectly told

Benoit Soles is Alan Turing. Rigorous in the extreme, he doesn 't overdo any
of it....He incarnates Turing and brings back his memory at the same time. No long speeches,
the magic of theatre is enough.

The audience is captivated and overwhelmed by the sheer force of the stor

Armelle Héliot, le 23 octobre 2018

Telérama

5 IORe 8 Benoit Soles incarne le héros avec une plasticité extraordinaire..... On comprend pourquoi
ce spectacle fut I’'un des succes du off I’été dernier. ..... le plus fort est d’avoir réussi un
portrait de chair et d’os. Celui d’un professeur de Cambridge discret et brillant, isolé dans
son monde ou méme 1’humour est mathématique.

Benoit Solés réussit un portrait saisissant

Un homme que la société a brisé alors qu’elle lui devait tant. Au fil d’une mise en scéne de
Tristan Petigirard bien rythmée, Benoit Solés suscite I’empathie pour son personnage.

Pas la moindre des fonctions pour le théatre !

Benoit Soles excels in his portrayal of this extraordinary man

Benoit Soles incarnates the hero with uncanny ease. It’s obvious to see how this show was one of the successes
of last summer’s Avignon festival. ... what is striking is how he has managed to incarnate so convincingly the
life of a discreet and brilliant Cambridge professor isolated in a world where even his humour is dictated by
mathematics. A man whom society destroyed in spite of owing him so much.

Tristan Petigirard has directed a perfectly fine-tuned play where Benoit Soles provokes our immediate empathy.
No mean feat !

Emmanuelle Bouchez, le 24 octobre 2018




Iexpress

L’homme qui avait tout vu

........ C’est, sans nul doute, I’un des plus importants esprits
scientifiques du XXe siécle - a I’égal d’un Albert Einstein.
Mathématicien, spécialiste du codage, Alan Turing est passé dans
I’histoire ! ...... Car Turing, avec sa « machine », son « test » et sa
nouvelle approche du calcul, a révolutionné le rapport de ’homme
au cerveau, a la puissance de déduction, d’application, de prévision.
Il est le pére des ordinateurs, et le grand-pére de I'IA.

| Mais La Machine de Turing est avant tout un extraordinaire exercice
| d’incarnation...... I1 est secondé par Amaury de Crayencour, qui

joue en virtuose tous les autres roles : gigolo dragué dans une rue
louche, inspecteur de police, champion d’échecs coordonnant les
travaux sur Enigma.

........ ces personnages montrent tous la fascination qu’inspirait Turing, et en méme temps le désarroi d’une
société qui ne pouvait ni vraiment le comprendre, ni complétement le suivre.

....... Récit d’une vie, interrogation scientifique et philosophique, ouverture sur les questions éthiques
d’aujourd’hui et sur la transcendance inaliénable (apres la mort, 1’esprit cherche t-il a se fixer en un autre
corps ?). La Machine de Turing est d’abord une excellente picce. Soles est solaire.

Triomphe du Festival d’ Avignon, ce spectacle va conquérir Paris.
The man who foresaw

««e. There’s no doubt that he was one of the most important scientists of the 20th century, an equal

to Albert Einstein. Mathematician, specializing in decoding, Alan Turing made history!.....With his « machine
», his « testing » and his new approach to mathematics, Turing revolutionized the relation between man and
brain, from the power of deduction, to application and foresight, he is the father of computer technology and
the grand-father of artificial intelligence.

Above all La Machine de Turing is an extraordinary piece of acting ... along with Amaury de Crayencour who
plays all the other roles marvelously: from the gigolo in a dark alley to police inspector, from champion chess
player to the coordinator working on Enigma.

... all these characters show how they were inspired by Turing while at the same time society shunned him
through a total lack of understanding ...

....... 1t is the story of a life, scientific and philosophical interrogation, the questioning of today's ethics and
natural transcendence (after death does our soul try and attach itself to another being?). La Machine de
Turing is above all an excellent play.

It was a triumph at the Festival d’Avignon. It will surely conquer the whole of Paris.
Christophe Barbier, le 21 octobre 2018




I’'Humanité

Le décodeur d’Enigma, mort pour homosexualité

......... Apres un succes mérité dans le Festival off d’ Avignon 1’été passé,
Benoit Solés, sur la scéne du Théatre Michel a Paris, incarne a nouveau
Alan Turing, ce mathématicien fou et génial, géniteur des ordinateurs, qui,
depuis, ont envahi notre quotidien, et qui contribua par ses découvertes a la
victoire contre le nazisme. En 1952, il est arrété au prétexte d’une loi
pudibonde datant de 1885 réprimant ’homosexualité, toujours interdite

et sanctionnée alors au Royaume-Uni........ le tribunal lui donna le choix
entre la prison et une castration chimique. Seconde solution qu’il choisit....
L’intelligence artificielle, son autre passion

En dépit des pénibles injections hebdomadaires puis mensuelles d’cestrogeénes qui auront pour seul effet
d’accroitre son mal-étre et de fragiliser son organisme, Turing poursuit jusqu’a son dernier souffle ses travaux
sur I’intelligence artificielle, son autre passion. Sur la scéne, Benoit Solés porte haut ce personnage peu
commun. Il traduit dans les mots, les attitudes, les gestes, toujours calés avec justesse, qu’il s’agisse

du bégaiement ou d’un sourire malicieux devant un jeu d’échecs ou une équation, les facettes complexes

de cet homme d’apparence ordinaire. Une telle interprétation n’en est que plus émouvante, méme
romanceée. ............ On en sort forcément bouleversé.

The man responsible for decoding Enigma who died for being homosexual.

... After the well deserved success at the Festival d’Avignon last summer, Benoit Soles is back in the role

of Alan Turing at the Thédtre Michel in Paris. Alan Turing, the amazing and genius mathematician originator
of computers who contributed to winning the war against the Nazis. In 1952, arrested under an 1885 law
reprimanding homosexuality ... and given the choice between a prison sentence or chemical castration.

He chose the second option...

His other passion: artificial intelligence

In spite of painful daily, and then monthly, injections of estrogen which resulted only in increasing his distress
and weakening his health, Turing continued working on artificial intelligence until the very end. Benoit Solés
incarnates this extraordinary man to perfection from stuttering, to smiling maliciously during a game of chess
or solving an equation to the many complex facets of this seemingly ordinary man. Such acting is all the more
moving,... deeply unsettling.

Geérald Rossi, le 29 Octobre 2018
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Incredible Benoit Soleés! Standing ovations
Le Point

Sensitive, breathtaking and judiciously directed
Le Monde

A remarkable play, beautitully constructed
and immensely touching ...
Le Figaro

La Machine de Turing is above all an excellent play
L'Express

A destiny perfectly told
Le Figaroscope
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La machine de Turing

One of this year’s highlights at the Avignon festival

is being revived at the Théatre Michel ....

Benoit Soles has written a remarkable play, beautifully
constructed and immensely touching ... Benoit Soles
incarnates Alan Turing, whose tragic destiny stirred him
to write the play. A wise, super intelligent man, shy, ill

at ease with his feelings, homosexual at a time when you could
risk imprisonment, Alan Turing contributed to decrypt the Nazi Enigma code.Historians
estimate that his discovery saved hundreds of thousands of deaths as well as the end

of the war in 1945. He can also be credited for being at the onset of computer technology
and created the first elements of computers, intellectually and technically...Benoit Soles
throws himself into the role of this exceptionally intelligent, courageous and dignified
man who lacked the necessary tools to succeed in a society both hypocritical and cruel.

fe 'lllmﬁt

Every year in Avignon, there is a play which thanks

to word of mouth becomes the hit of the festival. Just so

with La Machine De Turing written and starring Benoit Solés.
Sensitive, breathtaking and judiciously directed, the play

is being revived in October in Paris and there’s a good bet
we’ll see it nominated at the next Moliére awards.

Benoit Soles excels in his portrayal of this extraordinary man

Benoit Solés incarnates the hero with uncanny ease. It’s obvious

to see how this show was one of the successes of last summer’s
Avignon festival.... what 1s striking is how he has managed

to incarnate so convincingly the life of a discreet and brilliant
Cambridge professor isolated in a world where even his humour

is dictated by mathematics. A man whom society destroyed in spite
of owing him so much.Tristan Petigirard has directed a perfectly
fine-tuned play where Benoit Soles provokes our immediate
empathy. No mean feat !

Emmanuelle Bouchez, October 24, 2018
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The man who foresaw

.....There’s no doubt that he was one of the most important scientists
of the 20th century, an equal to Albert Einstein. Mathematician,
specializing in decoding, Alan Turing made history!.....With his

« machine », his « testing » and his new approach to mathematics,
Turing revolutionized the relation between man and brain, from

the power of deduction, to application and foresight, he is the father
of computer technology and the grand-father of artificial intelligence.

Above all La Machine de Turing is an extraordinary piece of acting ...
along with Amaury de Crayencour who plays all the other roles marvelously: from the
gigolo in a dark alley to police inspector, from champion chess player to the coordinator
working on Enigma.... all these characters show how they were inspired by Turing while
at the same time society shunned him through a total lack of understanding .... It is the
story of a life, scientific and philosophical interrogation, the questioning of today’s ethics
and natural transcendence (after death does our soul try and attach itself to another
being?). La Machine de Turing is above all an excellent play. It was a triumph at the
Festival d’Avignon. It will surely conquer the whole of Paris.

Christophe Barbier, October 21, 2018

LE FIGARO:fr
SCOPE
A destiny perfectly told

Benoit Solés is Alan Turing. Rigorous in the extreme,
he doesn’t overdo any of it....He incarnates Turing

and brings back his memory at the same time. No long
speeches, the magic of theatre is enough.The audience
1s captivated and overwhelmed by the sheer force

of the story

Armelle Héliot, October 23, 2018

..... Benoit Soles 1s magnificent as Alan Turing whose extraordinary
life he tells in this touching, funny and sensitive play. A misun-
derstood British genius, Turing and his discoveries contributed

to change the course of history. He managed to decrypt the Nazi
Enigma codes and opened up the way for the future of computers.
A shy child with a stutter, suffering from humiliation he sought
shelter in mathematics, a dreamer and visionary, Turing never obtained the glory he
deserved. Why? Because he was different and homosexual.




